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A. Treaty on Principles Goveraing the Activities of States In the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, itclading the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodjes!

The States Pariies to this Treaty,

Inspired by the greal prospects opening up before mankind as a resylt of man’s
entry into outer space,

Recogniring the common Intersst of all mankind in the progress of the
exploration and use of ouler space for peacefu] purposes,

Belleving that the exploration and use of outer space should be carried on for
the benefit of all peoples Irrespective of the degree of their economio or sclentific
development,

Desiring to contribute to brosd international cooperation in the soientific as
well a3 the legal aspects of the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes,

Believing that such cooperation will contribote to the development of mutual
understanding and to the sirengthening of friendly relations between States and
peoples,

Recalling resolution 1962 (XVII), entitled “Declaration of Legal Principles
Qoveming tho Actlvitics of States in the Bxplorstion and Use of Outor Space”,
which was adopted unanimously by the Unlted Nations General Assembly on
13 December 3963,

Reealling resolution 1384 (XVILI), calling upon States to refrain from placing
[r otbit around the Earth sny objeots carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of
weapons of mass destruction or from installing such weapons on celestial bodles,
which was adopted unanimously by the United Nations Genernl Assembly on
17 Qotober 1963,

Taking acoount of United Nations Qeneral Assembly resolution 110 (II) of
3 Novomber 1947, which condemned propsgenda designed or fikely.to provoke or
eacourage any threat to the peaco, bresch of ths peace or act of aggression, and
considoring that the aforementioned resolution is applicable to outer space,

Convinced that a Treaty on Princlples Goveming the Activities of States in the
Bxploration aud Use of Quter Space, Including the Moon and Other Celestiol
Dodies, wlil further the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United

..H‘ﬂm' - - e e s — . - st s rsoamme = ) Pamept bescddbmi w8 W PR M CF NS WA PAr o

Have agreed on the following:

Articls 1

The exploration and use of outer space, Including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all countries,
frrespeotive of their degree of economic or scicenfific development, and shall be the
province of all mankind.

¢ Adopted by the Goneral Assembly (n 12 regolution 2222 (XXT) of 19 December 1966,
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Outer apace, including the Moon and other celestial bodics, shall be free for
exploration and use by &1 Ststes without discrimination of any kind, on a basls of
oquality and In sccordance with internstional faw, and thero shall be free scccss to
all arcas of celestial bodies.

_ There shall be freedom of sclentlfic investigation in outer space, including the
Moon and other celestial bodles, end States shall Gaellitate and encourage
Internstional cooperation In such investigation.

Artich II

Outer space, inoluding the Moon and other celestial bodies, is not subject to
national appropriation by clalm of sovareignty, by means of uss or occupation, or by
any other means.

Articie 1N

States Portios to the Tresty shall carry on activities In the exploration and use
of guier space, Including the Moon and other colestial bodies, in sccordance with
internatiocal lew, fncleding the Charter of the Unlted Nations, in the intsrsst of
maintelning International peace and scowslty and promoting International
cooperatioa and understending.

Article 1V

States Partics to the Treaty undertake not to place in orbit around the Eerth sny
objects carrylng nuclear wespous or smy other kinds of weapons of mass
destruction, Install such weapons on ¢elestial bodles, or station such weapons in
outer spacs in any other manner.

The Moou and other celeatial bodics shail be used by all States Partios to the
Treaty exoluslvely for peaceful purposes. The establishment of ilitary bases,
installations and Tortifications, the testing of any {ype of weapons and the conduct of
milfitary manocuvres on celestiat bodics shall be forbldden. The use of milltary
porsonne] for sclentifio rescarch or for suy other peacefil purposes shell not be
prohlbited. The use of any equipment or faoilily necessary for peaceful exploration
of the Moon and other celestial bodies shall also not be prohibited.

Article V

States Pastios to the Treaty shall regard estronauts as envoys of mankind in
auter space and shall render 10 them all possible ssxistance in the event of accident,
dftréss, of emergency Tindlig on ihe Tereiiory of another State Parly or on the high
sens. When astronauts make such 4 landing, they shall be zafely and promptly
returned to the State of registry of their space vehicle.

In cartying on sotivities in outer space and on celestial bodies, the astronauts
of one State Party shall render all possible assistance to the astronauts of other
States Partics.

States Partios 1o the Treaty shall immediately inform the other States Parties to
the Treaty or the Scoretary-Goneral of the Uniled Nations of any phenomena they
discover [n ouler space, incloding the Moon and other celestial bodies, which could
constitvto & danger fo the Jife or health of astronauls.
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Article VI

States Parties to the Troaty shall bear Internationsl responsibility for national
actlvities in ouler space, including the Moon and other celestial bodles, whether
such activitles are carried on by governmental agenoles or by non-governmental
entities, and for sssuring that national activitles sre carried out In conformity with
the provisions set futh in the present Treaty. The activitles of non-govorantental
entitles In outer space, including the Moon and other celestizl bodles, shall require
suthorlzation and continuing supervidion by the approprisic State Parly to the
Treaty. When activities are oarr{ed on In outer spacs, Insluding the Moon and other
celestial bodics, by an International orgenizalion, responsibility for compliance with
this Treaty shall be borne both by the international organization and by the States
Parties to tha Treaty participating in such organization.

Artkie VII

Each State Party to the Trealy that Iaunches or procures the lsunching of en
object into outer space, including the Moon and other celestial bodies, and each
State Party from whaose territory or faciiity an object is launched, is intecnstionalty
liable for damage to another State Parly to the Treaty or to lis natural or juridical
persons by such objest or ifs component patis on the Barth, in air space or in outer
space, inoluding the Moon end other celestial bodles.

Article VITL

A Stato Parly to the Treaty on whose registry an obfect launched into outer
space is carrled shall retain jurisdiotion and control over such object, and ever any
personnet thercof, while in outer space or on & celestial bady. Ownership of objects
launched Into outer space, including objects landed or constructed on a celestial
body, and of their componeat parts, Is not affected by their presence in outer space
or on & celestlal body or by thefr return o the Barth, Such objects or component
parts found beyond the limits of the Stato Party to the Treaty on whoze registry they
ato carried shall bo rewurned to that State Parly, which shall, upon request, furaish
[dentifying data prior to thelr rsturn,

Arlcls IX

In the exploration and use of outer spece, Inoluding the Moon and other
octestlal bodies, States Parties to the Treaty shall be guided by the principle of
cooperstion and mutnal assistance and shall conduci all their nctivities in cuter
mans. Insluding. the Mopn and. other..aelastial bodies, _with..duc. regard, to..the
corresponding interests of all other States Parties to the Treaty. States Pastles to the
Treaty shall pursue studies of outer space, including the Moon and other eelestial
bodles, snd conduet explorstion of them 30 as to avoid thelr harmful confemination
and also adverse changes In the environment of the Barth resulting from the
Intcoduction of extraterrestrial matter and, where necessary, shall adopt appropriate
measures for this purpose, If a State Party to the Treaty has reason to bellave that an
sotivity or experiment planned by it or its nationals in cuter space, including the
Moon and other celostial bodies, would cause potentlafly harmful nterferencs with
sctivitles of other States Pasties in the peaceful exploration and use of outer spaco,
inciuding the Moon and other celestisl bodies, it shall undertake appropriete
internationa! consultations bofore proceeding with any sach activity or experiment.
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A State Party to the Treaty which has reason o belleve that an octivity or
experiment planned by another State Party in outer space, including the Moon snd
other celostial bodles, would cause potentially harmful interfercnce with activities in
the pescoful exploration and use of outer space, Including the Moon and other
aclestial bodies, mey request consultation concerning the sctivity or experiment.

Artlels X

In order {0 promots tnicrnational cooperation in the exploration and use of
outer spuce, Inpluding the Moon and other celestial bodies, In conformity with the
purposes of this Txeaty, tho States Partics to (he Treaty shall consider on a basis of
cquality any requests by other States Parties to the Treaty to be afforded an
opportutity to abserve the flight of space objects launched by those States,

The nature of such an opportunity for observation and the conditions under
which it coutd be afforded shall be determined by agreoment between the States
concamed,

Article XTI

In order to promots International cooperation in the penceful exploration and
use of cuter space, States Parties to the Treaty conduoting activitics In outer spacs,
inoluding the Moon and other colestial bodles, agree to Inform the Secretary-
General of the United Natlons as welt as the public snd the Internationsl sclentific
community, to the greatest extent feastble and practicable, of ths neturs, conduct,
locations end results of such aotivities. On recelving tho sald information, the
Secretaty-Genctal of the United Natlons should be prepared to disseminate it
immediately and effectively.

Article X1

All statlons, instalistions, equipment and space vehicles on the Moon and
other celestia! bodles shall be open o represeniatives of other States Partlet o the
Treaty on o basis of reolprocity. Such representatives shall give ressonable advancs
notice of & projected vislt, In order that appropriate consultetions muy be held and
that maximum precantions may be taken to assure safety and fo avoid interference
with normal opesations In the facility to be visited,

Artlels XIII
The provisians of this Treaty shail apply to the activitics of States Parties to

the Treaty in-the exploration-and. use of owler spaces-Ineluding the-Moon-and-other

cclestinl bodies, whether such activities are carrled on by s single State Party to the
Treaty or Jointly with other States, including cases where they are carried on within
the framework of Intaraational Intergovernmental organizations.

Any practical questions srising In conneotion with motlvities carrled on by
intornationsl intergoveramental organizations in the expioration and wse of outer
space, Including the Moon and other colestial badics, shall be resolved by the States
Parties to the Treaty elther with the appropriate international organization or with
one or mors Stetes members of thet international organization, which are Parties to
this Treaty.
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Article XIV

1. This Treaty shali be open to all States for signature. Any State which does not
sign this Treaty before its entry into force In sccordance with paragraph 3 of this
artiole may acceds to it ot any time,

2. This Treaty shall be subjeot to mtification by signatory Statcs. Instrumeants of
ratification and instruments of accosston shell be deposited with the Governments of
the Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northera lroland and the United States of Amerloa, which are heroby designated the
Depositary Governments.

3. This Treaty shall enter Into force upon the deposit of instruments of
ratification by five Governments Including the Goveraments desighated o3
Depositary Goveramonts under this Treaty.

4, Por Btates whose instruments of mtification or accession are deposited
subsequent to the entry Into force of thiz Treaty, It shall enter Into force on the date
of the deposit of thelr lnstrumonts of ratification or accesston,

5.  The Depositary Govermnments shall promptly inform all slgnatory and acceding
States of tho date of each signature, the date of deposit of sach jnstrument of ratification
of and accession to this Treaty, the date of its entry into force and other notices.

6. This Trealy shall be registered by the Depositary Governmenis pursuant to
Articie 102 of the Charter of the United Natlons,

Article XV

Any Stste Party to the Treaty mwy proposs ameudments to this Troaty.
Awendments shell enter into force for cach State Party to the Treaty accopting the
smendments upon thelr acesptance by a majority of the Statss Parties to the Treaty and
thoreafior for each remaining State Party to the Treaty on the date of acceptance by if.

Article XVI

Any State Party to the Tresly may give notice of its withdrawel from the
Treaty ons year afier Its entry into foroe by writton notification to the Depositery
Governments, Suoh withdrawal shall take effect one year from the dats of receipt of
this notifleation,

Article XVII

-~This Treaty, of which the: Chiness; English, French;-Russien-and- Spanish-texts-
are equally authentio, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositery
Governments, Duly certified coples of this Trealy shall be transmiited by the
Dopositary Governments to the Governmentt of the sigaatory and acoeding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed this
Treaty.

DONB in (riplioats, at the clties of London, Moscow and Washington, D.C,,
the twenty-seventh day of Januacy, one thoussnd nine hundred and sixty-seven,
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