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HOST COUNTRY AGREEMENT
Cancaall alull 4.8l
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Government of Bahrain

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

Ol ASLae da S

THE PERMANENT COURT OF ARBITRATION
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Preamble

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM
OF BAHRAIN AND THE PERMANENT
COURT OF ARBITRATION,

CONSIDERING THAT:

International arbitration is a preferred means for
the peaceful resolution of international disputes;

The Permanent Court of Arbitration was
established by the 1899 Convention for the Pacific
Settlement of International Disputes (the *1899
Convention™) at the first Hague Peace Conference,
which was convened “with the object of seeking
the most objective means of ensuring to all
peoples the benefits of a real and lasting peace™;

The 1899 Convention was revised by the 1907
Convention for the Pacific Settlement of
International Disputes (the *“1907 Convention™),
adopted at the second Hague Peace Conference;

In the 1899 and 1907 Conventions, the
Contracting Parties undertook to maintain the
Permanent Court of Arbitration accessible at all
times, as a global institution for the settlement of
international  disputes  through  third-party
intervention;

To further the objectives of the 1899 and 1907
Conventions, it is material that Contracting Parties
in all regions of the world enjoy access to
international dispute resolution services provided
by the Permanent Court of Arbitration;

The Kingdom of Bahrain is a Contracting Party to
the 1907 Convention, and the Secretary-General
of the Permanent Court of Arbitration has invited
the Kingdom of Bahrain to become a host country
for arbitration, mediation, conciliation, and fact-
finding commissions of inquiry administered by
the Permanent Court of Arbitration; and

The Government of the Kingdom Bahrain has
accepted the invitation of the Secretary-General of
the Permanent Court of Arbitration;
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HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article 1 - Definitions

For the purposes of the present Agreement:

“1961 Vienna Convention™ shall mean the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations,
adopted at Vienna on 18 April 1961;

“Appropriate Authority”, within the meaning
of Article 11 of this Agreement, shall mean
such State, municipal, or other authorities of
the Kingdom of Bahrain as may be
appropriate in the context of the relevant
provisions of this Agreement and in
accordance with the laws and customs
applicable in the Kingdom of Bahrain;

“Government” shall mean the Government of
the Kingdom of Bahrain;

“Ministry of Foreign Affairs” shall mean the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom
of Bahrain;

“Personnel of the Government” shall mean
any person assigned by the Government to
assist in the conduct of any PCA Proceedings
or PCA Meeting in the Kingdom of Bahrain;

“Permanent Court of Arbitration™ or “PCA”
shall mean the Permanent Court of
Arbitration, based in The Hague;

“International Bureau™ shall mean the
International Bureau of the Permanent Court
of Arbitration;

“Officials of the PCA™ shall mean the
Secretary-General and all members of the
stafT of the International Bureau;
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“Participant in Proceedings™ shall mean any
person (whether natural or legal person)
taking part in a hearing, meeting, or other
activity in relation to PCA Proceedings,
including but not limited to a witness, expert,
counsel, party, agent or other party
representative, interpreter, translator, court
reporter or any person appointed to assist
PCA Adjudicators such as tribunal assistant,
secretary or registrar;

“PCA Adjudicator” shall mean any arbitrator,
mediator, conciliator, or member of a
commission of inquiry taking part in a
hearing, meeting, or other activity in relation
to PCA Proceedings;

“PCA Meeting” shall mean any meeting,
including hearings in the context of PCA
Proceedings and conferences, convened by
the PCA or under the sponsorship or auspices
of the PCA;

“PCA Proceedings™ shall mean any dispute
resolution proceedings administered by or
under the auspices of the PCA, whether or not
pursuant to the 1899 or 1907 Convention or
any of the PCA’s optional rules of procedure;
and

“Property” shall mean all property, assets and
funds, belonging to the PCA or held or
administered by the PCA in furtherance of its
functions, including any funds held on
deposit for the benefit of PCA Proceedings
and any Provident Fund to be established by
or conducted under the authority of the PCA,
and all income of the PCA; and

“Secretary-General” shall mean the head of
the International Bureau.

Article 2 — Legal Capacity

The Permanent Court of Arbitration shall
have the legal capacity necessary to fulfill its
purposes and objectives in the Kingdom of
Bahrain.
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Article 3 — Cooperation

The Kingdom of Bahrain shall be a host
country for the PCA. As a host country,
the Kingdom of Bahrain shall strive to
facilitate the work of the PCA in the
peaceful resolution of international
disputes through arbitration, mediation,
conciliation, and fact-finding
commissions of inquiry and in
providing other appropriate assistance
to governments, inter-governmental
organizations, and other entities.

The Government shall make available,
on an as-needed basis and at no cost to
the PCA, such office and meeting space
(including all public utilities therefor)
and such secretarial services as may
reasonably be deemed necessary by the
Secretary-General or other Officials of
the PCA for activities undertaken in
connection with PCA Proceedings, as
well as for PCA Meetings, in the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

In making office or meeting space
available to the PCA under the terms of
this Agreement, the Kingdom Bahrain
shall make available, at no cost to the
PCA, the means for such telephonic,
fax, internet, or other communications
as may reasonably be deemed
necessary by Secretary-General or
other Officials of the PCA,

Article 4 — Point of Contact

On the part of the Kingdom of Bahrain,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall
coordinate  on  behalf  of the
Government all issues that may arise
with respect to implementation of this
Agreement.
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On the part of the PCA, the Deputy
Secretary-General shall serve as the
principal point of contact for the
Government.

Article 5- Privileges and Immunities of the

Q)

(@)

3)

“

PCA

The PCA, its Property wherever
located and by whomsoever held, shall
enjoy immunity from every form of
legal process except insofar as in any
particular case it has expressly waived
its immunity. It s, however,
understood that no waiver of immunity
shall extend to any measure of
execution.

The premises of the PCA shall be
inviolable. The Property and assets of
the PCA, wherever located and by
whomsoever held, shall be immune
from search, requisition, confiscation,
expropriation and any other form of
interference, whether by executive,
administrative, judicial or legislative
action.

The archives of the PCA, and in general
all documents belonging to it or held by
it, shall be inviolable wherever located.

Without being restricted by financial
controls, regulations or moratoria of
any kind,

the PCA may hold funds,
currency of any kind, or other
assets and operate accounts in
any currency; ﬂnd

(a)

the PCA shall be free to transfer
its funds, currency, and assets to,
from, or within the Kingdom of
Bahrain and to convert any
currency held by it into any other
currency.

(b)

D3 bl e il s ASaall il 0 (2)
Ao gfal) At )l Juai¥l Ak

daSaadl cliluas g &t jlidel — § S5l

OIS Ul an y Laigl 4giSlies § LaSaall i (1)

Slel ) QS arar e Alianlly b s

b 55 8 AaSaall Ca3tS 13} L Uiy e i)

Al Y} A Ula gl Liian o0 4a) e

Jady ¥ Dlasll ge J 36 gl o psgiall G
sl Cled yal G ey ‘,;\

Usealy clSlian piadi A5 goae daSaall Sl (2)

S VA G S L i PRRRIR P DA B DA |

B paleaall g Sy o (A e dbiaslls

J\S&‘ Oa );| J&.T.H;i j‘ 43_)514]\ 8),; J‘

S L e S g (Jail
Ling 5 5l Lilas

SN 5 wanncy L g Akl it ) (3)
Liay B jsnd gl Lpeadd A UM aaan

Aale

sl LD gl dad gually 2 050 (4)

e Bleall s 015913 Jen Al 52 ()
duziy Jpall 5o bt ol g9l
,ei.lu, 3»_:[.: g:.:b\w.:.

lipel i Lo Aol piadi ()
o el Al M gl sealy LgiDhac
e pailae ol dygadslelils 4l Ly




w
* / Z

2026 yilyd 5 purasdl - 3859 sasll

(5)
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In exercising its rights under paragraph
4 above, the PCA shall pay due regard
to any representations made by the
Government of the Kingdom of
Bahrain insofar as it is considered that
effect can be given to such
representations  without detriment to
the interests of the PCA.

The PCA, its assets, income and other
Property shall be:

(a) exempt from all direct taxes; it is
understood, however, that the
PCA will not claim exemption
from taxes which are, in fact, no
more than charges for public
utility services;

(b) exempt from customs duties and
prohibitions and restrictions on
imports and exports in respect of
articles imported or exported by
the PCA for its official use. It is
understood,  however,  that
articles imported under such
exemption will not be sold in the
country into which they were
imported except under conditions
agreed with the Government of
that country; and

(¢) exempt from customs duties and
prohibitions and restrictions on
imports and exports in respect of
its publications.
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While the PCA will not, as a general
rule, claim exemption from excise
duties and from taxes on the sale of
movable and immovable Property
which form part of the price to be paid,
nevertheless when the PCA is making
important purchases for official use of
Property on which such duties and
taxes have been charged or are
chargeable, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs will, whenever possible, make
appropriate administrative
arrangements for the remission or
return of the amount of duty or tax.

The Government shall permit and
protect free communication on the part
of the PCA for all official purposes.

The PCA shall enjoy in the territory of
the Kingdom of Bahrain for its official
communications treatment not less
favourable than that accorded by the
Government to any other Government
including its diplomatic mission in the
matter of priorities, rates and taxes on
mails, cables, telegrams, radiograms,
telephotos, telephones and  other
communications; and press rates for
information to the press and radio.

The official correspondence of the PCA
shall be inviolable. The PCA shall have
the right to use codes and to dispatch
and  receive its  papers  or
correspondence by courier or in bags,
which shall be subject to the same
privileges and  immunities  as
diplomatic couriers and bags.
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Article 6 — Privileges and Immunities of — <Sasg Agpas Slilaasy S jbiel — 6 Flall

LaSa )/

Officials of the PCA and PCA Adjudicators

(M

()

Officials of the PCA and PCA
Adjudicators  shall enjoy, mutatis
mutandis, the same immunities and
privileges granted by the Kingdom of
Bahrain to  Experts performing
missions for the United Nations
pursuant to Section 22 of the 1946
Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United Nations,
provided that if such a person is a
Bahraini national, he or she shall enjoy
only immunity from all forms of legal
process, inviolability in respect of
words spoken or written and all acts
done by that person in the discharge of
his or her duties in PCA Proceedings,
inviolability of all papers and
documents, and the right to use codes
and receive papers or correspondence
by courier in sealed bags for the
purpose of their communications with
the PCA; which immunity shall
continue even after the person has
ceased to exercise his or her functions

In addition to the privileges and
immunities referred to in the preceding
paragraph, all Officials of the PCA and
PCA Adjudicators shall also be
accorded the following privileges and
immunities:

(a) cexemption from taxation on any
fees, salaries, and emoluments
paid to them by the PCA;

(b) immunity from national service
obligations;

(¢) immunity, together with the
members of their families, from
immigration  restrictions  and
alien registration;

(d) in the case of members of the
families of Officials of the PCA
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who are members of the staff of
a PCA office in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, exemption from any
requirement to obtain a work
permit to undertake gainful
employment in the Kingdom of
Bahrain while the Official of the
PCA remains in the Kingdom of
Bahrain for the conduct of
ofticial business pertaining to
the PCA, in which case the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall
issue the corresponding
authorization in accordance with
the procedures foreseen under
Bahraini law. Except where
specified herein, the
employment activities of any
members of the families of
Officials of the PCA shall be
subject to Bahraini law;

(e) together with the members of
their families, the same
repatriation facilities in time of
international crises as diplomatic
envoys; and

(f) the right to import free of duty
their furniture and cffects at the
time of first taking up their post
in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Article 7 — Immunity of Personnel of the
Govermmnent

Personnel of the Government shall enjoy
immunity from legal process in respect of
words spoken or written and any act
performed by them in their official capacity
in connection with the work of the PCA,
which immunity shall continue after the
person has ceased to exercise his or her
functions in connection with the PCA.

9
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Article 8 - Privileges and Immunities of
Participants in Proceedings

(n

Participants in Proceedings shall be
accorded the following privileges,
immunities and facilities that are
necessary for the independent exercise
of their functions, subject to the
production of the document referred to
in paragraph 2 of this Article:

(a)

(b)

(¢)

(d)

(e)

(N

judicial immunity in respect of
statements, writing, or actions
made by them in their
participation in PCA
Proceedings;

immunity from seizure of their
personal baggage except in
accordance with Article 36 of the
1961 Vienna Convention;

immunity from legal process of
every kind in respect of words
spoken or written and all acts
performed by them in the course
of their participation in PCA
Proceedings, which immunity
shall continue in perpetuity;

inviolability of all papers and
documents in whatever form and

materials relating to  their
participation in PCA
Proceedings, which immunity

shall continue in perpetuity;

for purposes of their
communications in relation to
PCA Proceedings, the right to
receive and send papers and
documents in whatever form by
courier or in sealed bags;

exemption from immigration
restrictions or alien registration
when they travel for purposes of
their  participation in  PCA
Proceedings; and
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(2)

3

4)

(N

(g) the same repatriation facilities in
time of international crisis as are
accorded to diplomatic agents
under  the 1961 Vienna
Convention.

Participants in Proceedings shall be
provided by the PCA with a document
certifying that their participation is
required by the PCA and specifying a
time period during which such
participation  is  necessary. This
document shall be withdrawn prior to
its expiry if the Participant’s
appearance in PCA Proceedings or his
or her presence within the Kingdom of
Bahrain is no longer required.

Except where specified herein, the
privileges, immunities and facilities
referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article
shall cecase to apply after fifleen
consecutive days following the date on
which the presence of the Participant in
Proceedings concerned is no longer
required by the PCA, provided such
Participant had an opportunity to leave
the Kingdom of Bahrain during that
period.

Participants in Proceedings shall not be
subjected by the Kingdom of Bahrain
to any measure which may affect their
participation in PCA Proceedings.

Article 9 — Acquisition and Waiver of
Privileges and Immunities

Officials of the PCA shall be entitled to
privileges and immunities from the
moment of their employment with the
PCA, whether or not they are present in
the Kingdom of Bahrain. PCA
Adjudicators shall be entitled to
privileges and immunities from the
moment of their appointment as such,
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(6)

whether or not they are present in the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

When an Official of the PCA or PCA
Adjudicator will be present in the
Kingdom of Bahrain, or may have need
to invoke privileges and immunities
under this Agreement, a certification of
the status of such person shall be
pravided to the Government under the
signature of the Secretary-General.
Where Officials of the PCA and PCA
Adjudicators will be present in the
Kingdom of Bahrain for only a limited
time, the accreditation and notification
procedures set forth in Articles 4
through 7, 10, and 13 of the 1961
Vienna Convention shall not be
applicable.

When Personnel of the Government are
assigned to assist in the conduct of PCA
Proceedings in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, they shall enjoy immunities
under this Agreement from the moment
of their assignment.

Upon receipt of notification from
partics to PCA Proceedings as to the
appointment of a Participant in
Proceedings, a certification of the
status of such person shall be provided
to the Government under the signature
of an Official of the PCA. The
authorities of the Kingdom of Bahrain
shall accord the privileges and
immunities provided for in Article 8
upon production of this certification.

Whenever a determination is required
as to whether a person enjoys status
under this agreement entitling him or
her to privileges and immunities, or of
whether words or acts are connected to
the discharge of that person’s official
duties, such determination shall be
made by the competent authority.

The  privileges and  immunities
provided for in Articles 6 to 8 of this

12
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(1

Agreement are granted in the interests
of the good administration of justice
and not for the personal benefit of the
individuals themselves. The competent
authority has the right and the duty to
waive the immunity in any case where,
in the opinion of such authority, the
immunity would impede the course of
justice and can be waived without
prejudice to the interests of the PCA or
to any PCA Proceedings in connection
with  which those privileges and
immunities are granted.

For the purposes of this Article, the
competent authority shall be:

(a) in the case of PCA Adjudicators
and Officials of the PCA (other
than the Secretary-General), the
Secretary General;

(b) in the case of the Secretary-
General, the Administrative
Council of the PCA,;

in the case of Personnel of the
Government, the Secretary-
General;

(d) in the case of Participants in
Proceedings  representing  or
designated by a State which is a
party to the relevant PCA
Proceedings, that State; and

in the case of other individuals
appearing at the instance of a
party to PCA Proceedings, the
Secretary-General.

(e)

Article 10 — Abuse of Privileges and

Immunities

Without prejudice to the privileges and
immunities provided for in Articles 6 to
8 of this Agreement, the individuals
referred to in those Articles shall
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observe the laws and regulations of the
Kingdom of Bahrain, and they shall not
interfere in the internal affairs of the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

The Secretary-General shall take all
necessary precautions (o ensure that the
privileges and immunities stipulated in
this Agreement are not abused, and if
the Government considers that there is
an abuse of the privilege or immunity
stipulated in this Agreement, it shall
consult with the Sccretary-General to
take appropriate measures, including
requesting the departure of the
Kingdom of Bahrain.

Article 11 - Security

The Government is under a special duty
to take all appropriate steps to protect
PCA  Proceedings and Meetings
conducted in the Kingdom of Bahrain.
The Appropriate  Authorities  shall
ensure the security and tranquility of
PCA Proceedings and Meetings and
protect  against  any  intrusion,
disturbance of the peace, or impairment
of the dignity of PCA Proceedings and
Meetings. As may be required for the
purpose, the Appropriate Authorities
shall provide adequate physical
protection on the boundaries and in the
vicinity of any office or meeting space
provided to the PCA. In all cases,
security arrangements shall be made in
consultation  with the Secretary-
General or an Official of the PCA
designated as his or her representative.

The Kingdom of Bahrain shall treat
PCA Adjudicators and their partners,
Officials of the PCA and their partners,
Participants in Proceedings, and other
persons attending PCA Meetings with
due respect and shall take all appropriate
steps to prevent any attack on their
person, freedom, or dignity. As may be
required for the purpose, to be

14
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determined in consultation with the
Secretary-General or an Official of the

PCA designated as his or her
representative, the Appropriate
Authorities  shall provide adequate

physical protection for such persons
during their travel within and sojourn in
the territory of the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Article 12 - Entry into Host Country and

(H

(2)

3)

(4)

Facilitation of Travel

The Government shall take all
reasonable measures to facilitate and
allow the entry into and sojourn in the
territory of the Kingdom of Bahrain of
those non-residents and non-nationals
of the Kingdom of Bahrain who enter
as PCA Adjudicators or members of
their families, Officials of the PCA or
members of their families, Participants
in Proceedings, and other persons
attending PCA Meetings.

The Government shall  take all
reasonable measures to ensure that any
visas which may be required for any of
the persons referred to in paragraph 1
are issued as promptly as possible, and
without charge, in order to allow the
timely conduct of official business
pertaining to the PCA.

No activity performed by any person
referred to in paragraph | performed in
his capacity with respect to the PCA
shall constitute a reason for preventing
his or her entry into or departure from
the territory of the Kingdom of Bahrain
or for requiring him or her to leave such
territory.

Subject to its laws and regulations
concerning zones into which entry is
prohibited or regulated for reasons of
national security, the Kingdom of
Bahrain  shall ensure freedom of
movement and travel in its territory to
the persons referred to in paragraph 1.

15
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As may be required for the purpose, to
be determined in consultation with the
Secretary-General or an Official of the
PCA  designated as his or her
representative, the Government shall
make available appropriate
transportation to enable such persons to
attend any PCA Proceeding or
Meeting.

Article 13 - Regional Cooperation

The Kingdom of Bahrain recognizes the
importance of regional cooperation for the
effective settlement of international and
regional disputes. The Kingdom of Bahrain
shall therefore communicate the existence of
the facilities designated pursuant to this
Agreement to the competent officials in other
countries of the same region and encourage
their use for PCA Proceedings.

Article 14 — International Responsibility

The Kingdom of Bahrain shall not incur any
international  responsibility for acts or
omissions of the PCA or of Officials of the
PCA acting or abstaining from acting within
the scope of their functions, other than the
international  responsibility  which  the
Kingdom of Bahrain would incur as a
Contracting Party to the 1907 Convention.

Article 15 — Dispute Settlement

(1) Any dispute among the Parties to the
present Agreement that is not settled by
negotiation shall be settled by final and
binding arbitration in accordance with
the Permanent Court of Arbitration
Optional ~ Rules  for  Arbitration
Involving International Organizations
and States (the “Rules™), as in force on
the date of signature of this Agreement.
The number of arbitrators shall be one.
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The appointing authority shall be the
President of the International Court of
Justice.

In any such arbitration proceedings, the
registry, archive, and sccretariat
services of the PCA, referred to in
Article I, paragraph 3, and Article 25,
paragraph 3, of the Rules, will not be
available, and the PCA shall not be
empowered to request, hold, or
disburse deposits of costs as provided
for in Article 41, paragraph I, of the
Rules.

Article 16 — Final Provisions

This Agreement shall enter into force
after the date of receipt by the
Permanent Court of Arbitration of the
notification of the Government, in
writing through diplomatic channels,
conveying the completion of upon its
internal procedures required for that
purpose, and shall remain in force until
it is terminated pursuant to paragraph 3
of this Article.

At the request of the Government or the
Permanent Court of  Arbitration,
consultations shall be entered into with
respect to the modification of the
present  Agreement.  Any  such
modifications shall be made by consent
of both Parties to the Agreement.
Furthermore, such modifications shall
only enter into force pursuant to the
same procedure set out in paragraph |
of this Article,

This Agreement may be terminated:

(a) by mutual consent of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration

and the Government; or
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(b) by either Party by giving notice to ! apaiy &l «0p plall (sa gl J8 (s ()
the other Party at least one year in - Ji¥! e saal i J8 a1 GoLI
advance of the effective date of LY b e a5 O

termination.

IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF, the
undersigned, being duly authorized thereto,
have signed and sealed this Agreement in
duplicate in two originals in the Arabic and
English language. The English version shall
prevail in case of any discrepancy or
inconsistency between the versions in
Arabic and English.

Done at Kingdom of Bahrain, on 17 June
2025.
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FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF

THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

H.L. Mr. Nawaf bin Mohammed Al
Mouada

Minister of Justice, Islamic Affairs
and Waqf
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FOR THE PERMANENT COURT /
OF ARBA'RATION

Dr Hab Marcin Czepelak
Secretary-General
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